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(57) ABSTRACT

A bearing arrangement and a method for forming a bearing
arrangement for a spring, in particular for a spring of'a vehicle
chassis, having at least one spring insert in which at least part
of a spring coil of the spring is accommodated. The spring
insert is an elastomer and is flexible. The spring insert is
configured to be movable with a moving of the spring coil. An
adhesive is introduced between the spring and the spring
insert, with the result that the connection of the spring insert
to the spring has a bonded connection.

16 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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1
BEARING ARRANGEMENT FOR A SPRING
OF A VEHICLE CHASSIS

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION
Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a bearing arrangement for
a spring, in particular for a spring of a vehicle chassis. The
bearing arrangement has at least one spring insert in which at
least part of a spring coil of the spring is accommodated. The
spring insert comprises an elastomer and is designed to be
flexible, whereas the spring insert is configured to be movable
with a moving of the spring coil.

For receiving a spring, in particular within a vehicle chas-
sis, mostly spring plates serve, and the spring is supported
with at least a part of an end-side spring coil in the spring
plate. To prevent the designed metal spring from coming into
direct contact with a metal spring plate or other metallic
features that provide needed support, spring inserts are
known, that can receive the end-side spring coil on both the
first and second end of the spring. The spring insert can be
supported in a spring plate with a spring insert arranged on the
bottom end of the spring.

Elastomers are suitable materials for forming spring
inserts, so that the spring end is seated in a soft and resilient
material.

During operation, the spring engages in a movement rela-
tive to the spring plate and the spring insert, which results
specifically from a rolling movement of the spring coil that is
seated on the spring insert.

By the resulting rolling movement of the spring end
between the spring plate and the rolling spring coil, an open-
ing and closing gap can occur. Despite the elastically and
resiliently designed spring insert, the strong influence of dirt
and moisture can have a grinding effect on the surface of the
spring coil, and can cause damage to the spring’s lacquer
coating.

A bearing arrangement for a vehicle chassis spring is
known from DE 10 2008 046 939 A1. It is recommended that
the spring insert on the spring be vulcanized immediately.
Doing so would avoid the formation of a gap between the
spring coil and the spring insert, but a vulcanization of an
elastomer on the spring is work intensive and limits the pos-
sible type of material used for the spring insert. For this
purpose, it is especially recommended to provide a spring
insert for mounting on the spring that is in a state of being not
completely vulcanized. The material of the spring insert
should only be completely vulcanized once the spring insert
is in its final condition, when the spring insert is vulcanized
upon the spring. In addition, a primer coat is necessary to be
applied to the spring coil upon which the spring insert will be
vulcanized, further increasing the vulcanization effort of the
spring insert upon the spring coil.

A bearing arrangement for a spring is known from DE 10
2007 003 782 A1 that can be used for a vehicle chassis with a
spring insert, which is vulcanized upon the spring wire over
the spring coil section. On the one hand, it is indicated that
due to the material bonded joint between the helical spring
and the spring insert a metallic contact between the spring and
a spring plate cannot occur, on the other hand, it is indicated
that due to the vulcanization of the spring insert it is prevented
that an opening and closing gap between the lower end coil
and the recess of the spring insert occurs because all move-
ments of the helical spring end coil are followed by the
vulcanized support. Unfortunately, the process of vulcaniza-
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2

tion of the spring insert onto the spring wire is not adequately
integrable in a mounting process.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Hence, it is the objective of the present invention to create
a spring bearing arrangement for a spring that overcomes the
disadvantages of the above-identified prior art, to provide a
simple arrangement of a spring insert to the spring, whereas
the process of arrangement, in particular in a mounting pro-
cess for building a bearing arrangement should be integrable
without time lag.

This object is achieved on the basis of a spring bearing
arrangement as claimed. Advantageous embodiments of the
invention are specified in the dependent claims.

The invention comprises the technical teaching that an
adhesive is applied between the spring and the spring insert,
with the result that the connection of the spring insert to the
spring features a glued connection.

The idea of forming a bearing arrangement according to
the invention is to create a material bonded joint between the
spring and the spring insert, which can be easily manufac-
tured and incorporated without adding additional time to the
bearing arrangement mounting process. Simply applying an
adhesive to the spring and/or the spring insert ensues an
extremely simple process for creating a bonded joint between
the spring and the spring insert without having to select spe-
cial material for creating a material bonded joint and without
the need for costly manufacturing intermediate steps. Prefer-
ably, the adhesive can be applied to the spring insert before it
is assembled upon the spring. Alternatively or additionally,
the adhesive can be applied directly upon the spring.

Therefore, the spring insert comprises an elastomer and is
flexibly designed, while the spring support is designed to be
movable with a moving of the spring coil. As such, the spring
insert can be constructed of a stable but elastically deformable
plastic material and the spring characteristic curve is not
affected by the compound of the spring insert with the end-
side of the spring coil. Due to the co-movement of the spring
insert with the spring coil, the spring rolling movement no
longer occurs at the point of contact with the spring insert or
the spring plate, and the rolling movement is preferably real-
ized between the spring insert and the spring plate.

With particular advantage, an adhesive hardening at room
temperature can be applied. This creates the additional advan-
tage that the adhesive joint between the spring and the spring
insert does not have to undergo any further processes in order
to complete the adhesive joint. Once the adhesive is applied
between the spring and the spring insert, the compound gen-
erated of the spring and the spring insert can be processed to
build a spring system, for example, of a spring strut of a
vehicle chassis. The adhesive hardening at room temperature
can take place during the mounting process or prior to the
completion of the spring system for the vehicle chassis.

The spring features a first end preferably facing the lower
end of the vehicle axle, and a second end preferably facing the
spring dome upper end, whereas the spring insert arrange-
ment is provided at least on the first and/or second end of the
spring. The spring insert arrangement on the spring with the
adhesive joint is preferably realized at the first end, pointing
toward the vehicle axle lower end of the spring, because on
that end there is the most effect on impurities upon the bearing
arrangement. In particular the bearing arrangement with a
spring plate can collect sand and dust-like contaminants,
which may cause an abrasive effect on the spring when spring
and spring insert are not material bonded. However, the
above-mentioned advantages of the adhesive joint between
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the spring insert and the spring can also be applied at the
second end, preferably pointing toward the spring dome of the
upper end of the spring.

The spring insert can be formed ring like and can be
extended over an angle of at least 180°, preferably of at least
270° and in particular up to 360° or more. If the angle is less
than 360°, then the spring insert is designed in the manner of
an open ring, and features, for example, with an angle of 180°
the shape of a crescent. If the spring insert extends around a
central axis with an angle of example of 360°, this may be
realized as a slotted ring. Thereby, a first end area of the spring
insert rests on the spring plate, and a second end area of the
spring insert is moved also with the spring coil of the spring.

Advantageously, the spring insert features a rectangular
base cross-section that is realized constantly, in particular
over the annular circumference. The rectangular base cross-
section can be embodied with a circumferential recess, in
which the recess, in particular features a semi-circular base
cross-section. The spring coil can be glued in the semi-circu-
lar base cross-section, whereas the rectangular base cross-
section of the spring insert can extend itself to at least half of
the spring insert.

Furthermore, the bearing arrangement can include at least
one spring plate, in which preferably the first spring end is
received wherein the spring insert, in particular is arranged
between the end-side spring coil and a contact surface of the
spring plate. Due to the rectangular base cross-section of the
spring insert, the spring insert can feature a bottom surface
allowing the spring insert to roll over the spring plate contact
surface when the spring is compressed. Alternatively, the base
cross-section of the spring insert can be designed variable
over the annular circumference, and the spring insert can, for
example, have a plane surface over the entire circumference
of'the spring insert seated on the spring plate. The upper side
can, for example, have a circumferential recess with an incli-
nation corresponding to the inclination of the spring coil.
With a spring deflection and thus with the movement of the
spring coil over the spring plate a compression of the spring
insert can occur, so that neither between the spring coil and
the spring insert nor between the spring insert and the spring
plate a relative movement, in particular a rolling movement
could take place.

The bearing arrangement can be part of a suspension sys-
tem, in particular of a suspension strut of a vehicle chassis in
which the helical compression spring is preformed. In par-
ticular, a shock absorber can be passed through the helical
compression spring, which is arranged concentrically or
eccentrically to the rotational axis of the helical compression
spring. In particular, the spring plate can be joined to the
shock absorber, and the helical compression spring can be
supported by the lower end-side against the spring plate and
by the upper side against a corresponding mounting arrange-
ment.

If the spring is mounted in the suspension system of a
vehicle chassis, a compressive pre-stressing can be intro-
duced in the spring, wherein the adhesive is hardening under
the effect of compressive pre-stressing. Thus, a particular
advantage is achieved and the adhesive hardening between
the spring and the spring insert does not require a separate
process step for the adhesive hardening and the compound of
spring and spring insert can be processed further, even if the
adhesive is already applied in the joint, but it is not yet
hardened. The hardening is particularly advantageous under
the compressive pre-stressing of the spring in the spring sys-
tem, during which pressure is applied easily between the joint
for creating a resistant adhesive joint. Alternatively, the com-
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pound of the spring and spring system can harden without
compressive pre-stressing, for example in an appropriate
device.

The object of the present invention is further achieved by a
method for forming a bearing arrangement for a spring, in
particular for a spring of a vehicle chassis, with at least a
spring insert in which at least a part of a spring coil of the
spring is received, whereas the spring insert comprises an
elastomer and that is designed flexible, whereas the spring
insert is designed to be movable with a moving of a spring
coil, wherein the method comprises at least the steps of
arranging of an adhesive between the spring and the spring
insert, mounting of the spring insert to the spring and hard-
ening the adhesive. After mounting the spring insert to the
spring, a spring pre-load can be applied in the spring, so that
the adhesive hardening occurs under the spring pre-load.

With the process according to the invention a bearing
arrangement can be provided for a spring, in particular for a
spring of a vehicle chassis, wherein an adhesive is applied
between the spring and spring insert so that the joint between
the insert and the spring features an adhesive joint. The par-
ticular advantage of the method according to the invention is
that the adhesive can harden under the applied spring pre-
load, and the hardening of the adhesive does not require a
separate manufacturing step.

Inparticular, prior to the adhesive application on the spring
insert, the contact surface of the spring insert upon which the
adhesive will be applied can be activated. Preferably, the
surface can be activated in the peripheral recess of the spring
insert, in which the spring coil of the spring is glued. Alter-
natively or additionally, the surface of the spring coil can be
activated in order to achieve a better adhesive strength on the
spring coil surface. Preferably, the activation can take place at
room temperature, so that no auxiliaries must be provided to
heat the adhesive joint of its production.

The spring of the bearing arrangement can be designed as
a helical compression spring and can be axially pre-loaded to
form a strut of a vehicle chassis with a compressive pre-
stressing, where the adhesive is hardened under the effect of
compressive pre-stressing.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWING

Additional measures improving the invention are shown in
detail below, together with the description of preferred
embodiments of the invention with reference to the figures.
The example shows:

FIG. 1 an embodiment of a bearing arrangement for a
spring in perspective view before attaching the spring insert to
the spring,

FIG. 2 aview of a spring with a spring joined to the spring
insert with a joint according to the present invention,

FIG. 3 a perspective view of a spring insert to form a
bearing arrangement for a spring and

FIG. 4 a base cross-section view of the base of a spring
insert according to FIG. 3.

DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

In FIG. 1, a bearing arrangement 1 of a spring 10 is shown.
The spring 10 forms, together with a shock absorber 17 that is
passed through the spring 10, the spring-damper unit of a
spring strut for a vehicle chassis. The spring 10 shows a first
end, facing a vehicle axis lower end, and a second end facing
a spring dome upper end, whereas the spring insert arrange-
ment 11 is exemplified in the first, lower end of the spring 10.
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The spring insert 11 is shown in an unmounted state, and it
can be adhered for mounting on a part of the spring coil 10" of
the spring 10. The spring insert 11 extends itself around the
center axis of the spring 10 at an angle of about 360°, so that
the spring insert 11 is designed as a slotted ring.

The spring 10 is supported by the spring insert 11 on a
spring plate 15, and the spring plate 15 has a contact surface
16, upon which the spring insert 11 can rest. If the spring 10
is clamped in compound with a spring strut, the spring 10 is
supported by the spring insert 11 against the contact surface
16 of the spring plate 15. The spring plate 15 is therefore
arranged on the lower end of the shock absorber 17.

To create with an adhesive a material bonded joint between
the spring 10 and the spring insert 11 according to the present
invention, the adhesive 12 is applied, for example, to the joint
side ofthe spring insert 11. Ifthe spring coil 10" is brought into
contact with the spring insert 11, the adhesive 12 can be
hardened and the spring insert 11 features a material bonded
joint with the spring coil 10" of the spring 10.

On the second, upper end of the spring 10, pointing in the
direction of a dome spring, the spring 10 is supported against
another spring plate 18. The spring plate 18 can build with an
elastic element 19, performed for example as a rubber buffer,
and an upper mounting arrangement 20 a spring pack
arrangement, to be installed in the spring housing vehicle.
The upper mounting arrangement 20 may include a top dome
mount, to permit the rotation of the strut with the spring 10
and the shock absorber 17. The arrangement shown is com-
monly used for a front axle of a motor vehicle, in which the
bearing arrangement 1 according to this invention can be used
for an adhesive joint between the spring 10 and the spring
attachment 11 and also for spring seat 10 for the rear axle of
a motor vehicle.

In FIG. 2, the bearing arrangement 1 with a joint between
spring 10 and spring insert 11 according to the present inven-
tion is explained in detail. The spring insert 11 is shown in an
arrangement joining the spring coil 10'. The spring insert 11
extends itself with an angle of 360° around the central axis of
the spring 10 and builds a slotted ring. Due to the material
bonded joint between the spring insert 11 and the spring coil
10", the spring insert 11 features an inclination which corre-
sponds to the inclination of the spring coil 10". In operation of
the spring coil 10' the spring insert 11 can be moved also with
the spring coil 10", and a rolling movement can take place
between the spring insert 11 and the spring plate 15 (see also
FIG. 1), whereas between the spring coil 10' and the spring
insert 11 is no relative movement of the spring enclosure 11.

The base cross-section of the spring insert 11 features a
base-section 14, which is constant and unalterable over the
annular circumference of the spring insert 11. The rectangular
base cross-section 14 is further realized by a circumferential
recess 13, in which the spring coil 10' is glued. The recess 13
is shown as a recess with a semi-circular cross-section, so that
the spring coil 10" is achieved slightly in the middle of the
recess 13 of the spring insert 11.

FIG. 3 shows a perspective view of the spring insert 11,
which extends itself at an angle of approximately 300° around
a central spring axis, which is not shown in detail. The spring
insert 11 has a cross base-section 14 that features on the upper
side, pointing toward the spring side 10, a circumferential
recess 13. On the opposite-pointing downward side, the
spring insert 11 has an area 21 that is designed plain and
serves as a support surface against the contact surface 16 of
the spring plates 15, see FIG. 1.

In the circumferential recess 13 by way of example, an
adhesive 12 is applied, which is formed as an adhesive 12
hardening at room temperature. If the spring insert 11 with the
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6

applied adhesive 12 with the spring coil 10" of the spring 10 is
brought into contact, the material bonded joint between the
spring 10 and spring insert 11 can be made to the present
invention.

FIG. 4 shows a further view of the spring insert 11 with the
base cross-section 14, with the circumferential recess 13
placed on the top side and the area 21 on the lower side. The
surface of the spring insert 11 in the circumferential recess 13
can build an activation area 22, which is indicated by several
arrows.

The invention is not limited in its design to the preferred
embodiments described above. Rather, anumber of variations
are possible, which make use of the solution presented even
by generally different designs. All features and/or advantages
resulting from these claims, description, or drawings, includ-
ing design details, spatial arrangements, and method steps,
can alone or in different combinations be substantial to the
invention.

LIST OF REFERENCE NUMBERS

1 bearing arrangement
10 spring

10" spring coil

11 spring insert

12 adhesive

13 circumferential recess
14 base cross-section

15 spring plate

16 contact surface

17 shock absorber

18 spring plate

19 elastic element

20 top mounting arrangement
21 area

22 activation area

The invention claimed is:

1. A bearing arrangement for a spring, the bearing arrange-
ment comprising:

at least one spring insert accommodating therein at least

part of a spring coil of the spring;

said atleast one spring insert being formed of an elastomer,

being flexible and configured to be movable together
with a movement of the spring coil;

an amount of adhesive applied between the spring and said

at least one spring insert to form a glued connection
between said at least one spring insert and the spring,
said adhesive being an adhesive hardening at room tem-
perature;

wherein the bearing arrangement is configured to form a

part of a spring system that is a suspension strut system
of a vehicle chassis, the spring is a helical compression
spring, and a shock absorber is disposed within the
spring; and

wherein said spring is prestressed in compression within

said spring system, and said adhesive has been hardened
under the effect of the compression prestress.

2. The bearing arrangement according to claim 1, wherein
the spring is a spring of a vehicle chassis.

3. The bearing arrangement according to claim 1, wherein
the spring has a first end and a second end, and said at least
one spring insert is provided on at least one or both of said first
or second ends of the spring.

4. The bearing arrangement according to claim 1, wherein
said first end of the spring is a lower end facing toward a
vehicle axle, and said second end of the spring is an upper end
facing toward a spring dome.
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5. The bearing arrangement according to claim 1, wherein
said at least one spring insert is ring-shaped and extends over
an arc of at least 180°.

6. The bearing arrangement according to claim 5, wherein
said at least one spring insert is a partial ring extending over
an arc of at least 270°.

7. The bearing arrangement according to claim 5, wherein
said at least one spring insert is a ring which extends over
360°.

8. The bearing arrangement according to claim 5, wherein
said at least one spring insert is formed with a substantially
rectangular base cross-section.

9. The bearing arrangement according to claim 8, wherein
said substantially rectangular base cross-section is formed
constantly over an annular extent of said at least one spring
insert.

10. The bearing arrangement according to claim 8, wherein
said base cross-section includes a circumferential recess, in
which the spring coil is glued, the recess being formed sub-
stantially with a semi-circular cross-section.

11. The bearing arrangement according to claim 1, which
comprises at least one spring plate configured to receive
therein an end of the spring, and wherein said at least one
spring insert is arranged between an end-side spring coil and
a contact surface of said spring plate.

12. A method of forming a bearing arrangement for a
spring, comprising:

providing at least one flexible spring insert formed of elas-

tomer;

placing an adhesive between the spring and the at least one

spring insert;
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mounting the spring insert to the spring by placing at least
a part of a spring coil of the spring in the spring insert;
and

after mounting the spring insert to the spring, applying a

spring prestress to the spring and then hardening the
adhesive under the spring pre-stressing;

to thereby form the bearing arrangement wherein the

spring insert is movable with a movement of the spring
coil;

wherein the spring is a helical compression spring and is

axially pre-stressed with a compressive pre-stressing to
form a strut of a vehicle chassis, and wherein the adhe-
sive is hardened under the effect of compressive pre-
stressing.

13. The method according to claim 12, wherein the bearing
arrangement is for a spring of a vehicle chassis.

14. The method according to claim 12, which comprises,
prior to arranging the adhesive on the spring insert, activating
a contact surface of the spring insert upon which the adhesive
is to be applied.

15. The method according to claim 12, which comprises:
providing the adhesive as an adhesive which hardens at room
temperature and performing the step of hardening the adhe-
sive under the spring pre-stressing at room temperature.

16. The method according to claim 12, wherein the bearing
arrangement is configured to form a part of a spring system
that is a suspension strut system of a vehicle chassis, the
spring is a helical compression spring, and a shock absorber is
disposed within the spring.
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